As this work has often been reviewed already, it may seem to be out of time to say anything more about it. We differ from such as think so. Now that it has been be-praised on the one hand, and assaulted on the other, till it has fairly passed into the classics of our science, it is both easier to do justice to its remarkable contents, and not so difficult to keep the mind clear of every bias, either in favour of the gifted author or against him. The dazzling effect of its first appearance, and the shock it communicated to the prejudices of many chemists are over ; and we may now examine it with impartiality, as well as more profitably than any earlier. Our position is this : Liebig is a man of genius and unwearied labour, having achieved many conquests with his single hand, and led on his young band of followers with both ardour and sagacity ; let us see what he has been able to do for organic chemistry applied to agriculture and physiology, now that his first production, which was published two years ago, is before us with the authority and improvements of a second edition.
Since all the processes of agriculture, natural as well as artificial, are complicated, not only with the refined pneumatic chemistry of the most modern times, but also with the very latest results of the analysis of exorganic substances, "it is not to be expected that the theory of chemistry should have yet done anything considerable for the practice of agriculture. Bacon saw the connexion between the subjects, but treated it no better than the " way of preserving life," or the " doctrine of sympathies." Sir Kenelin Digby speaks of the saltpetre of the air as a good thing for crops, and Davy, in his nineteenth year, quotes the assertion as an ascertained truth. In a word, to pass by all the crudities of the childhood of the science, with its too hasty though generous enthusiasm for the arts, that rude enough, yet pregnant experiment of Priestley, when " he chanced to live near a brewery," on the absorption of " fixed air" by his sprigs of mint, was the true dawn of a scientific agriculture. Yet this fine discovery of the relation of the vegetable to the animal world, and of both to their common atmosphere, was some time of being followed up by a systematic attempt to embody that remarkable fact, and the kindred observations to which it might conduct., in the art of cultivation. Nothing worthy of the name appeared till the brilliancy of Davy's reputation, as a kind of omnipotent experimenter, and the success with which he investigated the process of tanning, made the Board of Agriculture engage him to deliver three lectures, which have been before the world for nine-and-twenty years. They are as methodical and luminous as such a man could not fail to render them ; while they are no more satisfactory than the state of organic chemistry at the time they were [Aug.
lating the weight of the gaseous products. Hence, they are not produced from the elements of the sugar'alone. None of these three substances could be detected in the juice before fermentation. They must, therefore, have been formed by the interchange of the elements of the sugar with those of the foreign substances also present. 
